
The Real Deal 

 

 Try to figure out what all the following items have in common:  

  fake flowers 

  the paper money that comes from a Monopoly game 

  plastic play food 

 It’s pretty easy to see how these objects are similar. All of them are imitations of the real deal: In 

other words, they look like something they aren’t. They’re not genuine. In our world, these 

counterfeits are common, and they can be much easier to get than the real thing (especially with 

Monopoly money!) This is demonstrated in a list of fun facts from a certain website, which claims 

that there are more fake flamingos in the world than real ones.  

This is true for more than just plastic lawn decorations. In our society, individuals sometimes value 

appearance over genuineness. We often pretend to be something we’re not, just to blend in with 

the crowd. The struggles we experience could be a powerful tool to demonstrate God’s love and 

power in our lives to others: However, it’s often a tool we hide in the drawer. One of the reasons for 

suffering in our lives is so we can help comfort and strength others who are experiencing similar 

trials. In 2 Cor. 1:4, we read, “Who (God) comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 

God.” The question then is this: If God is providing us with the tool of experience, why don’t we use 

it? We are so quick to use our strengths to point others to the Savior: Why are we so hesitant to 

reveal our weaknesses to further His kingdom? 

Let’s consider the flamingos. You’ll certainly get them at a much cheaper price, but do they have the 

same worth as a real flamingo? No. People can buy fake flamingos for a dime a dozen compared to 

the price of the living, breathing animal! There’s a whole crowd of believers in our churches today 

who hide their weaknesses: By doing so, they are missing out on a vital opportunity. You will 

understand if you’ve ever bitten down on a piece of play food: There’s no nourishment to be found 

there. There’s no pleasure in tasting it. There’s no capabilities to sustain body functions and life. It’s 

simply not real! Similarily, by not sharing our own weaknesses and God’s grace through those 

periods of weakness, we are wasting an opportunity to “nourish” someone else: To encourage them 

to persevere and trust the Lord in their own difficult situation. Think back to the fake flower. 

Certainly, the plastic bloom is perfection, while a real flower might have an unseemly rip in the 

petal, or even a bent stem. But the fake flower is lacking something its real counterpart has- pollen. 

The pollen that bees will spread to other flowers. Through sharing the story of your personal 

hardships and what God has done in your life, you could inspire new life and growth in someone 

else who is experiencing a tough time.  

That’s what Paul did in 2 Corinthians 12:9. He wrote, “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 

thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” Paul wasn’t afraid to be genuine, because 

his own flaws magnified the power of Jesus Christ. Will you be? 


